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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR RICHARD'S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT KHAMA 

REF: STATE 018231 

1 . AMBASSADOR IVOR RICHARD MET FOR NINETY MINUTES JAN. 27 WITH 
PRESIDENT KHAMA. MEETING CONSISTED PRINCIPALLY OF RICHAR S REVIEW 
OF CURRENT SITUATION IN RHODESIA AND KHAMA S REACTION'S. RICHARD 
GAVE ME THE HIGHLIGHTS MORNING JAN. 28, ALONG WITH HIS COMMENTS 
AND INTERPRETATIONS ON THE MEETING (IN PARENTHESES). 
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2. RICHARD NOTED THAT DESPITE SOME APPREHENSION ABOUT LIKELY 
ATMOSPHERE IN THE WAKE OF UK ABSTENTION ON UNSC VOTE TWO WEEKS 
AGO (ON BOTSWANA'S COMPLAINT AGAINST RHODESIA), HE AND HIS PARTY 
FOUND KHAMA FRIENDLY BUT SOMBER AND DISTURBED RE RHODESIA. AMONG 
ADJECTIVES RICHARD AND PARTY USED TO DESCRIBE KHAMA S MTOD WERE 
"CONCERNED, DISAPPOINTED, ANXIOUS AND FRIGHTENED", I.E., BY 
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THREAT OF "OUTSIDE INTERVENTION". 

3. RICHARD SAID HE OPENED BY OUTLINING SITUATION RE RHODESIA. 

SUGGESTING THAT "IT HAD BEEN UNWISE FOR FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS TO 
RECOGNIZE POPULAR FRONT" AS REPRESENTING RHODESIAN NATIONALISTS. 
PRESIDENT KHAMA REPORTEDLY AGREED, BUT EXPLAINED THAT HE FELT 
HE "HAD TO GO ALONG". TWO FACTORS HE NOTED IN SUPPORT OF HIS 
ACTION WERE (A) THAT SINCE 1974 FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS HAD STUCK 
TOGETHER WITH A "RIFT", AN ACHIEVEMENT IN WHICH HE EXPRESSED 
"PRIDE", (B) MORE IMPORTANT. RECOGNITION OF THE POPULAR FRONT, 

WHICH REPRESENTED THE FIGHTING FORCES, SEEMED TO BE "THE ONLY 
MEANS OF ENDING THE WAR". KHAMA REMINDED RICHARD THAT IN 

"TWO OR THREE EARLIER MEETINGS’ RICHARD HIMSELF HAD EMPHASIZED 
HOW ESSENTIAL IT WAS TO STOP THE WAR. "THIS IS WHAT WAS BEHIND 
RECOGNITION", KHAMA IS QUOTED AS SAYING. 

4. RICHARD SAID HE ASKED KHAMA TO DO WHAT HE COULD TO "RESIST" 
EXTENDING RECOGNITION OF POPULAR FRONT AT THE FORTHCOMING LUSAKA 
MEETING OF THE OAU LIBERATION COMMITTEE. KHAMA REPLIED THAT 
"BOTSWANA'S POWER LIES IN ITS EXAMPLE", THAT THEY WOULD "DO 

WHAT THEY COULD - WHICH WAS NOT A GREAT DEAL". KHAMA ADDED 
BOTSWANA HAD NOT EVEN PAID ITS DUES TO THE OAU LIBERATION COMMITTEE. 
(AT THIS POINT RICHARD CHARACTERIZED KHAMA’S ATTITUDE AS "UNHAPPY 
BUT RESIGNED" TO FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS' DECISION RE PF. IN A 
FURTHER ASIDE, RICHARD SAID HE FOUND IT IRONIC THAT THE THREE 
COUNTIRES BORDERING DIRECTLY ON RHODESIA, SPECIFICALLY INCLUDING 
MACHEL, WERE THE LEAT SATISIFIED WITH THE RECOGNITION OF THE PR. 

RICHARD SAID HE WAS CONVINCED IT WAS NYERERE WHO HAD FORCED 
THE DECISION "BECAUSE HE DOESN'T LIKE THE BISHOP" (MUSOREWA). 
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RICHARD ALSO COMMENTED THAT KHAMA’S ATTITUDE OF RESIGNATION 
APPARENTLY REFLECTED HIS STATE OF HEALTH, BUT HE "DID NOT HAVE 
MUCH FIGHT IN HIM".) 

5. WHAT RICHARD TOOK AS FURTHER REFLECTION OF KHAMA’S WEAKENED 
(AND FRIGHTENED) CONDITION WAS EVIDENT IN KHAMA'S INQUIRY 
ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF UK INTRODUCING ARMED FORCES IN RHODESIA. 
RICHARD SAID HE DISMISSED THIS POSSIBILITY. KHAMA AT THIS POINT 
(AND AT LEAST ONCE LATER) REAFFIRMED THAT NO "FREEDOM FIGHTERS" 

HAD BEEN OPERATING FROM BOTSWANA TERRITORY. 

6. EARLY ON IN THE MEETING, RICHARD SAID HE TOOK THE INITIATIVE 

OF DISCUSSING BOTSWANA'S RESOLUTION IN UNSC TELLING KHAMA THAT 
"OUR HEARTS WERE WITH YOU" BUT POINTING TO LIKELY ADVERSE CONSEQUENCE 
OF A "YES" VOTE FOR HIS MISSION. KHAMA REPORTEDLY DID NOT SAY 
ANYTHING IN REPLY. RICHARD QUOTED KHAMA AS SAYING THAT "OTHER MORE 
REMOTE STATES” DID NOT APPRECIATE THE IMPORTANCE OF PRIMIN VORSTER 
IN RHODESIAN SITUATION. (RICHARD COMMENTED THAT. AT SEVERAL 
POINTS DURING THE MEETING. KHAMA MADE 
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CLEAR HIS APPRECIATION OF VORSTER'S VTLE. RICHARD INTER- 
JECTED OBSERVATION ABOUT HOW UNHAPPY VORSTER HAD BEEN ABOUT 
THE UN VOTE ON LESOTHO.) 

7. RICHARD SAID HE AND KHAMA SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME 
DISCUSSING THE QUESTION OF SMITH'S INTENTIONS. RICHARD ADVANCED 
HIS VIEW THAT HE DID NOT THINK SMITH WOULD SUCCEED IN GETTING 
BISHOP MUZOREWA S COOPEATION "UNLESS HE OFFERS TO TRANSFER SO 
MUCH POWER THAT IT WOULD UPSET SMITH'S FOLLOWERS". ON THE OTHER 
HAND, "IF SMITH SOULD TRY TO EXCLUDE THE BISHOP, SMITH WOULD 
HAVE TO FIND AN ACCOMMODATION WITH FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS. IN 
SUMMARY, RICHARD SAID NEITHER HE NOR KHAMA WERE CERTAIN ABOUT 
WHAT SMITH IS TRYING TO DO. RICHARD REFERRED TO THE BISHOP AS A 
"POOR POLITICIAN" WHO WOULD NEVERTHELESS GET 80 PER CENT OF A 
POPULAR VOTE. 

8. RHICARD'S OVERALL COMMENT ON MEETING WAS THAT KHAMA IS 
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"FRIGHTENED" BY DECLINE IN PROSPECTS FOR DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION, THAT 
HE IS "ANXIOUS" THAT UK AND U.S. NOT ABANDON THEIR CURRENT EFFORTS 
AND THAT KHAMA WILL SUPPORT "ANY REASONABLE SOLUTION THAT CAN BE 
WORKED OUT". FINALLY, RICHARD SAID HE WAS SORRY ALL PARTIES TO 
THE RHODESIAN DISPUTE WERE NOT AS AGREEABLE AND REASONABLE AS 
PRESIDENT KHAMA. 

9. PARTICIPANTS. FOR THE RECORD, IT WOULD BE NOTED THAT, IN 
ADDITION TO PRESIDENT KHAMA, ON THE GOD SIDE WERE VICE PRESIDENT 
MASIRE, CABINET SECRETARY STEENKAMP, ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
TIBONE, AND PRIVATE SECRETARY LEGWAILA. GOB SIDE SAID FONMIN 
MOGWE WAS "IN LIBYA ON BUSINESS". RICHARD AND HIS PARTY 

WERE ENCOURAGED BY VICE PRESIDENT MASIRE'S PERTIENT QUESTIONS 
AND COMMENTS SINCE, IN RICHARD S VIEW, HE IS OBLIGED BY 
PRESIDENT'S STATE OF HEALTH TO ASSUME INCREASING RESPONSIBILITY. 
NORLAND 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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